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Whirlwind visit creates better understanding 

Government officials and private sector business people say they have a better 
understanding of how the Chinese aid and development system works following a 36-hour 
whirlwind visit by Chinese officials from Beijing and Wellington, Thursday 22nd of May. 

 

The delegation from the Peoples Republic of China was made up of officials from its Ministry 
of Commerce and Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation; and 
was here to strengthen the Cook Islands – China partnership. 

 

As a developing country itself, China isn’t a ‘traditional donor’ providing instead grants in kind 
or concessional loans with low interest with the work carried out by Chinese companies. It 
also has technical and humanitarian help available. 

 

Since 2001 China has pledged more than $30-million in grants to Cook Islands projects. 
Most have been for building infrastructure like the Courthouse, Police Station, Telecom 
Sports Arena, the Ministry of Education building and the current Rarotonga water ring mains 
upgrade. 

 

Most of that work has been carried out by the China Civil Engineering Construction 
Corporation (CCECC), which is also working on the Rarotonga water ring main replacement 
project. 

 

It’s estimated there is a further $6 million available for Cook Islands projects and China has 
indicated it is keen to work with us to match funding with our needs. The Cook Islands 
National Infrastructure Investment Plan – developed with the assistance of the Asian 
Development Bank - was discussed at last weeks meeting. Already in the pipeline are 
projects with the Ministry of Marine Resources, Agriculture and Infrastructure Cook Islands. 

 

Minister Brown welcomed the delegation and highlighted that warm and positive discussions 
can only strengthen the already close relationship with China. He encouraged China “to 
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utilize the Cook Islands finance management systems for more effective delivery and 
implementation of assistance and to include local businesses in works”. 

 

Head of the delegation, Mr Fang Qiuchen, Commercial Counselor, Department of American 
and Oceania Affairs, Ministry of Commerce, commented that he “appreciated the mutual 
development and equal partnership as well as both parties striving for the best”.   

 

Finance Secretary Richard Neves led the government discussion and remarked that he now 
has a greater understanding of how the Chinese system works. “The Cook Islands is very 
proud to be able to share the draft Infrastructure plan”.   

 

Steve Anderson, President of the Cook Islands Chamber of Commerce was among the 
representatives of the private sector and commented that he “gained a greater insight into 
how China's development policies operate”.  

“We were pleased to later host some of the team to a function with the business community 
and to demonstrate the maturity of our private sector, and the scope for future commercial 
cooperation" he said. 

 

China’s growing interest in the Pacific was underlined in 2013 by the announcement of two 
new loan funds of 1 billion US dollars each. These are targeted at public and commercial 
projects and attract variable interest rates. Loan conditions require funds to be disbursed to 
Chinese companies after a Chinese state managed tender process similar to that used to 
award contracts to CCECC. At this stage the Cook Islands government has no plans to 
increase lending from this source. 

 

A three year Strategy for grants was agreed to in November 2012 and the outcomes of last 
week’s visit will inform the review of this strategy which will be completed after the next 
government is formed.  The review should be seen as the beginning of a joint process with 
China that will focus dialogue by measuring progress and identifying key policy issues that 
can improve effectiveness.   

 

If you would like to know more about support the Cook Islands receives from China or any of 
our other development programs, please feel free to visit www.mfem.gov/development  

 

For further information please contact: 
Peter Tierney | Manager  

Development Coordination Division | Ministry of Finance and Economic Management  

phone: +(682) 29521 | fax: +(682) 29520 | PO Box 120 | Rarotonga, Cook Islands  

web: http://www.mfem.gov.ck | mail: peter.tierney@cookislands.gov.ck  

http://www.mfem.gov/development
http://www.mfem.gov.ck/
mailto:peter.tierney@cookislands.gov.ck
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Additional references: 
The Ministry of Commerce of the Peoples Republic of China is an executive agency of 
the State Council of China. It is responsible for formulating policy on foreign trade, export 
and import regulations, foreign direct investments, consumer protection, market competition 
and negotiating bilateral and multilateral trade agreements. For more information see: 
http://english.mofcom.gov.cn/ 

 

Chinese Academy of International Trade & Economic Cooperation www.caitec.org.cn 

 

Cook Islands GDP per capita in 2011 was US$13,478.00; PRC’s GDP per capita in 2011 
was US$5,439.00 (www.data.un.org) 

 
China Civil Engineering Construction Corporation (CCECC) performs international 
contracting and economic cooperation. CCECC has been developed from the earlier Foreign 
Aid Department of the Ministry of Railways into a large-scale state-owned enterprise for 
project contracting. For more information see: www.ccecc.com.cn/en/  
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