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Private sector partnerships for 
development  

Private sector capabilities will be a key focus at the upcoming Development Partners 
Meeting (DPM).  

The Cook Islands Chamber of Commerce is proposing a target of achieving 50 per cent 
delivery of all infrastructure Programs by local companies by 2015, and 100 per cent by 
2020. 

“The goal has always been for the private sector to deliver 100 per cent of infrastructure 
projects and increased local engagement in the initial project design process will make them 
more likely to be successful,” says Chamber president Steve Anderson.  

The theme of the fourth annual DPM to be held February 10-14 2014 is ‘inclusive 
partnerships’ (pirianga taokotai) and includes the opportunity for business and civil society 
leaders to network with development partners.  

Anderson will present the Chamber’s perspective on the capabilities of the private sector 
including the results of a recent survey of local businesses involved in the construction, 
contracting, building services, logistics and building supply areas. 

“We want to work closely with government, the funding agencies, and the infrastructure 
committee and we would like to see them support and adopt the same targets,.” Says 
Anderson.  

The Chamber believes that whenever local businesses have been allowed to participate in a 
meaningful way in infrastructure delivery, government has benefited by seeing greater tax 
revenues from locally domiciled businesses, boosted employment, Cook Islanders returning 
home to take up good‐paying work, and a revitalised economy in general. 

A presentation on government’s water tank subsidy project will also be made by the Ministry 
of Finance and Economic Management’s Development Coordination Division (DCD).  

Anderson says the project, launched last year, highlights the effectiveness of public-private 
partnerships. “We see this as a model for future partnerships with the private sector.  You 
end up getting a multiplier on the funds – a $1 million project can result in several million 
dollars in value to the economy.” 
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He says it is encouraging that the Cook Islands water partnership Te Mato Vai will meet the 
target for private sector involvement.  

“It appears that more than 50 per cent of the infrastructure will be delivered by the private 
sector.” 

Te Mato Vai is a unique partnership between the Cook Islands and its donor partners New 
Zealand and The People’s Republic of China. 

A range of support is offered by the Chamber for businesses that want to form joint ventures 
to meet the needs of infrastructure projects like Te Mato Vai. The Chamber already directly 
delivers liaison and co-ordination for NZ’s Pacific Business Mentoring Programme, the 
Young Enterprise Scheme, and the Business Development Fund.  

The private action session of the DPM will include presentations on the needs of donor 
partners with procurement requirements and the importance of long-term sustainability for 
projects.  
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