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Partnerships vital to meeting energy 
targets 

Progress on renewable energy projects will be highlighted at the Development Partners 
Meeting (DPM) to be held February 10-14, 2014.  

Government has set aggressive targets for 50 percent of the islands to derive their electricity 
from renewable energy by 2015 and 100 per cent by 2020.  

The 2015 target is to be achieved through the construction of eight renewable energy power 
plants in the six islands of the northern group. According to Energy Commissioner Roger de 
Bray, the project is in the final stages of negotiation and is scheduled to be completed by 
September 2014.  

Partnerships with donor partners and local partners are crucial in achieving the 
government’s ambitious renewable energy targets. This year’s fourth annual DPM will focus 
on the theme of ‘inclusive partnerships’ (pirianga taokotai) as it looks to further strengthen 
these partnerships.  

Progress on the 2020 target is initially taking place through ongoing initiatives to reduce 
energy consumption by conservation and energy efficiency.  The first of two initiatives is the 
management of the demand for electricity by measures such as conversion to energy 
efficient lighting, modern efficient refrigeration and education to encourage people to 
understand how to reduce consumption. 

de Bray says the second initiative towards reducing energy consumption is  the improvement 
in the management of the electricity distribution network. 

“In this case the work by the utility Te Aponga Uira (TAU) has reduce the energy lost in 
distribution from 11 per cent to 8 per cent,” says de Bray.  

To meet the 2020 target, government is also pursuing the use of renewable energy 
generation to replace the use of fossil fuels in electricity generation.  

In addition to the northern group projects, design and implementation proposals for the 
southern group islands are being prepared by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) with 
implementation to commence following the northern group projects.  

TAU is undertaking the conversion of Rarotonga’s power generation through a 1300kW 
renewable energy installation in 2014, of which 900kW is donor funded. Arrangements for 
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the connection and dispatch of private sector generation onto the Rarotonga grid is also 
being implemented with an additional 500kW projected to be connected this year.  

Total electricity use is dropping with the effective implementation of conservation and 
efficiency projects both by customers and by Te Aponga says de Bray.  

“Reductions are continuing on a cumulative basis of 5 per cent a year below the level of 
2011/2012. In total generation has reduced by 13 per cent since 2011/2012.” 

de Bray says measurable results have been produced from government’s renewable energy 
projects including a reduction of more than $1 million in annual expenditure on fuel for diesel 
generation.  This year a further reduction of $1 million is expected and total renewable 
energy generation in Rarotonga will reach 2.4 mW by the end of 2014.  

Renewable energy will account for 12 per cent of total electricity production in the country by 
the end of the year, 60 per cent of which will have been funded from public and private 
sector resources from within the Cook Islands.  

International donor partners will take part in a sector meeting on renewable energy on the 
last of the four-day DPM.  
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