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New  machinery on the way for outer islands 

Rarotonga, Cook Islands 
The country’s outer islands are to get some much-needed heavy machinery through a deal 
signed in Rarotonga today (Friday 10 October, 2014). 

The deal was signed between the Cook Islands government – represented by Richard Neves 
Secretary of Finance and Zhao Zhonging, Vice President of the China Civil Engineering 
Construction Corporation (CCECC). The arrangement is being financed by a grant from the 
Chinese government, and the machinery will be sourced from the Peoples’ Republic of China. 
It’s expected to cost about $6.4-million and will include a training package for operators and 
mechanics and a large spare parts inventory to be stored in Rarotonga. 

The new equipment will replace old, obsolete and in some cases non-functioning machinery 
which has become more and more expensive to maintain and keep running. Much of the 
current machines were originally bought second hand from Australia and New Zealand 
limiting their useful life, especially in the harsh conditions on the outer islands. 

In the scoping exercise for the equipment, it was noted that there were nearly 4700 people 
living in the outer islands and that the government was committed to providing a safe and 
enabling environment for viable and sustainable communities. 

For that to happen there needs to be suitable infrastructure, like good roads, airports, 
harbours and so on, and machinery to maintain that infrastructure. 

To help meet those goals excavators, rollers, graders and loaders will be issued across the 
inhabited outer islands. 

Finance Secretary Richard Neves says, “In 2004 the government began trying to replace and 
provide better heavy machinery on the outer islands. But a shortage of funds meant progress 
was piece-meal, and mainly used equipment was purchased and that provided it’s own set of 
problems. The arrangement we’ve entered into today will see new equipment supplied, along 
with training for the operators and the maintenance people.” 

“We have sourced machinery from China in the past, notably tractors for agriculture in 2008; 
and while the tractors themselves performed well, sourcing spare parts was an issue. So in 
this deal we are bringing in a substantial inventory of spares, which will be stored here in 
Rarotonga. And we are expecting that the supplier will have an agent or representative in 
New Zealand through whom we can source any further spares or information we may need.”  
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