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Development partners to visit Atiu 
Making a living in the Pa Enua is the theme of the third day of the annual Development 
Partners Meeting (DPM) to be held in Atiu on Wednesday 12th February, 2014.  

It will be the first time that part of the meeting will be held in the outer islands to provide 
development partners the chance to see the realities of life in the Pa Enua.  

Atiu’s Tengatangi-Areora-Ngatiarua MP and cabinet minister Hon Nandi Glassie says the 
outer islands are the “other side of the economy.” 

“Our economic development looks good from an outside perspective and when you look at 
our GDP (gross domestic product) as a country. But that’s based on Rarotonga and Aitutaki 
– it’s not a true reflection of the outer islands.” 

“Some of our major issues in the Pa Enua are depopulation, the distance from key markets, 
transportation – and cost of living is a real challenge. If you look at the price of basic items 
like bread and the cost of fuel, these things are two or three times more in the outer islands,” 
says the minister.  

The Atiu Island Strategic Plan 2009-14 will be discussed during the meeting sessions in Atiu.  

“In terms of strategic planning we look at water, infrastructure, waste management, 
agriculture, the environment and local governance.” 

He says issues to be discussed in Atiu are common to the outer islands in the southern 
group, and there will be issues of relevance to the other outer islands.  

Having the venue in Atiu gives donors the opportunity to see what the challenges really are 
in the outer islands and how locals can be empowered to be self-sufficient, says Glassie.  

“Take agriculture for example, in the 1950s and 60s – the boom years – almost 900 acres of 
Atiu was being used for agriculture and horticulture. We grew everything from oranges to 
pineapple. Now we have roughly 35 acres in use in agriculture. We need to look at 
redeveloping agriculture through such activities as co-operative farming and creating 
employment for ourselves in this industry.” 

Glassie says looking at options to improve tourism in the outer islands is also important. One 
of the initiatives to be discussed in Atiu is the retiree scheme which residents believe will 
make use of many empty homes on the island and provide a boost to their economy.  
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‘Inclusive partnerships’ (pirianga taokotai) is the theme of the fourth annual development 
partners meeting, which Glassie says reflects the need strengthen development through 
closer partnerships between donors and local partners.  

 “We need to get the message across that the buck doesn’t just stop with Rarotonga – there 
are windows of opportunity in the outer islands.” 

Glassie says the day in Atiu allows for field trips to tourism sites, coffee plantations and to 
showcase where they grow the “best taro in the world”.  

Southern group mayors are also attending the meeting in Atiu to share their experiences of 
leadership in the outer islands.  

“It’s an opportunity to discuss their roles and their relationship to central government,” says 
Glassie.  

Atiu mayor Taoro Strickland will speak at a session on local governance and the meeting will 
be chaired by the Minister of Finance, Mark Brown.  

Minister Brown added that ‘’it’s not our intention to ask donors to directly fund individual 
islands in the Pa Enua as this will only lead to more fragmentation of effort. It is the 
responsibility of the government to ensure appropriate resourcing for all islands, from both 
domestic and development partner funds is undertaken through our national budget process. 
We want to challenge the impression that the Cook Islands no longer needs official 
development assistance, in part, due to perceptions that the rest of the outer islands are as 
prosperous as Rarotonga.  While the country does not experience traditional poverty, there 
remains a poverty of opportunity particularly in the outer islands.  Facilitating economic 
opportunities on outer islands like Atiu is essential for sustainable development across the 
whole country”.  

The Minister Glassie’s office and the Atiu Island Council are co-ordinating the visit to Atiu in 
conjunction with the Ministry of Finance and Economic Management’s Development 
Coordination Division.  
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