
Introduction
The Green Climate Fund has a support fund known as the Readiness Programme that 
countries apply for through the National Designated Authority (NDA) in partnership with a 
delivery partner. 

The Readiness Programme can support the following activities: 

NDA strengthening. This area can assist with the establishment or strengthen the NDA’s capacity 
to set up the necessary approaches required by the NDA to engage with the Fund. Approaches that 
might need strengthening include the no-objection procedure and the nomination of potential 
accreditation of entities to apply for direct access fi nancing.

Development of strategic frameworks. This activity can support stakeholder consultation
processes to identify priorities for building the country’s resilience and mitigating the country’s 
greenhouse emissions. It can support the development of a country programme to articulate the 
country’s priorities, develop climate change policies, and create a GCF portfolio to monitor and 
review activities conducted in-country.  

Preparing entities for accreditation. Through the identifi cation and letter of nomination of 
Accredited Entities by the NDA, organisations in the Cook Islands or developing countries can apply 
for Direct Access support to assist with institutional assessments to inform the Fund of its capacity, 
fi duciary management operations, its environmental and social safeguards policy, and its gender 
policy to meet the GCF’s accreditation standards. The GCF has a number of contracts with Price 
Waterhouse Coopers, who assist with providing help to potential accredited entities interested in 
seeking accreditation with the GCF.  

Developing concepts and proposals should be done through a partnership established at the 
earliest between the government agency and/or private sector business able to execute the project, 
as well as the NDA, to support the project’s engagement with the Fund. If it is required, the NDA can 
provide advice of an accredited entity eligible to successfully implement projects funded by the GCF 
with the executor.   Private sector fi nancing can also be supported by the GCF. 

The Readiness funds can support consultative processes as well as approving private sector project 

proposals.  
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What are Accredited Entities
Accredited Entities work with the GCF and are organisations that can successfully carry out 
climate change projects. There are two types of Accredited Entities: Direct Access Entity and 
International Access Entity. These organisations must be able to provide the GCF with the 
organisation’s fi nancial management standards, its gender policy, and its environmental and social 
safeguards policy as part of the approval process. 
Accredited Entities are expected to develop funding proposals to be submitted to the GCF for 
review and approval. An Accredited Entity also oversees, manages, monitors, and evaluates 
project proposals that are approved by the GCF.    
     
What are Direct Access Entities
Direct Access Entities are organisations, which can be national or regional, that are nominated 
by the NDA. Organisations that are nominated can also apply for Readiness support to help with 
preparing the organisation’s application and assessments.  

What International Access Entities
International Access Entities are the international organisations that work with the Cook Islands to 
carry out projects funded by a variety of donors: for example, the United Nations 
agencies, like the United Nations Development Programme. These entities also 
include multilateral development banks as well as international and regional 
fi nancial institutions, such as the Asian Development Bank and the International 
Financial Corporation, among others. 


