
Press release: MFEM to consult Northern Group of the Pa Enua on the Tax Review 
  
The availability on a charter flight has enabled MFEM to send a team to consult the Northern Group 
of the Pa Enua on the Tax Review. The group will consist of Minister of Finance Mark Brown, 
Minister for Tourism Teina Bishop, and MFEM economic advisor James Webb. The team will be in 
the Northern Group from Monday of next week. 
  
“The consultation in the Southern Group was exceptionally valuable, not just from a Tax Review 
perspective, but also from a fiscal and economic policy point of view.” Webb said.  “The availability 
of a charter for next week has made it much easier for us to get to the Northern Group. Even before 
seeing the value of doing the consultation in the Southern Group, it was always our hope that we 
could do the same consultation across the whole country. This is an important change for the Cook 
Islands, and it is important that the whole country have their say and understand the benefit to the 
community.” 
  
“The general feedback from the consultations so far has been in support for the proposals and it is 
anticipated that the Northern Group consultations will reveal a similar sentiment amongst the 
people. With cost of living being a major concern in the Northern Group (and indeed, all the Cook 
Islands), being able to boost to household incomes (particularly for Cook Islands pensioners) will 
contribute to bringing the relative cost of living down.” 
  
The consultation team will be in Penrhyn/Tongareva on Monday, Manihiki and Rakahanga on 
Tuesday and Wednesday, and Pukapuka and Nassau on Thursday and Friday. 
  
“As with the Southern Group, we are aiming to meet with the Island Councils and Island Government 
representatives on each island, as well as meeting with the general public. At the various 
discussions, we will be covering the Tax Review, the Outer Island Funding Model, and general 
economic issues.” 
 


